Wisdom and Destiny

will you ever obtain your desire. And
as you approach this ideal it will dawn
on you more and more clearly how for-
tunate and wisely ordained it has been
that the ideal should ever be different
from what our vague hopes were ex-
pecting. So too when the ideal takes
shape, as it comes into contact with life,
will it soften, expand, and lose its rigidity,
incessantly growing more noble. And
then will you readily perceive, in the
creature you love, all that which is
eternally true in yourself, and solidly
righteous, and essentially beautiful; for
only the good in our heart can advise us
of the goodness that hides by our side.
Then, at last, will the imperfections of
others no longer seem of importance to
you, for they will no longer be able to
wound your vanity, selfishness, and ignor-
wance; imperfections, that is, which have

ceased to resemble your own; for it is
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